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14th  May,  196^ 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report 
which  is  upon  the  health  of  your  district  during  the  year  1968. 

There  was  but  a  slight  increase  in  the  population.  The 
birth  rate  was  somewhat  lower  than  in  1967  but  still  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  standard  rate  for  England  and  Wales.  Both  the 
rates  for  stillbirths  and  infantile  mortality  under  one  year 
were  less  favourable  than  last  year’s  local  and  this  year’s 
national  rates.  The  rates  for  all  deaths  per  thousand  of 
population,  both  crude  and  corrected,  were  better  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales.  The  area  comparability  factors 
supplied  for  1968  by  the  Registrar  General  were  both  less 
than  unity;  the  implications  of  this  are  that  the  percentages 
both  of  women  of  child  bearing  age  and  of  old  people  are 
somewhat  greater  than  in  a  standard  population  similar  to 
that  of  the  entire  country. 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  sustained  but  the 
number  of  representations  for  closing  or  demolition  orders 
was  at  a  lower  level  than  in  previous  years.  By  contrast 
special  attention  was  paid  to  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 
Out  of  426  such  houses,  358  were  inspected  and  your  in¬ 
spectors  paid  in  all  851  visits  to  them.  Notices  were  served 
in  relation  to  overcrowding,  lack  of  facilities  and  directions 
made  as  to  maximum  permitted  number  of  inmates.  Four 
owners  were  convicted  of  offences  and  fined. 

There  were  fewer  prosecutions  for  the  sale  of  food  which 
was  not  of  the  nature,  quality  or  substance  required  by  the 
purchaser.  Of  the  unsatisfactory  food  samples  most  were 
sausages  containing  undeclared  preservative.  There  were 
470  premises  of  various  kinds  which  were  subject  to  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

Provisions  of  the  latest  clean  Air  Act  make  it  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  implement  Smoke  Control  Orders  Nos. 
5,  6,  7  and  8  by  November  1970  and  steps  have  been  taken 
to  reexamine  the  earlier  findings.  A  number  of  noise  com¬ 
plaints  were  investigated;  most  of  these  arise  from  drills 
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without  proper  mufflers  or  lack  of  forethought  by  factory 
management. 

Once  again  I  have  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Council  for  much  kindness,  interest  and  support  to  me  per¬ 
sonally  and  to  my  staff  and  some  colleagues  in  other  depart¬ 
ments  for  their  help  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year,  1968. 


...  44,970 

2,875  acres 
126.42  acres 
£7,846/2/4 
£8,190/5/0 

and 


Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1966 

Area  of  Borough 

Public  open  spaces 

Product  of  Id.  rate,  31/3/1968 

31/3/1969  . 

fTotal  number  of  permanent  dwellinghouses 

flats,  31/3/1968  .  13,532 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19.1 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.4 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ...  17 

Death  Rate  (Crude)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.1 

Death  Rate  (Corrected)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  years  of  age  :• — - 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  27.9 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25.8 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46.0 


B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  following  Centres  are 
held  within  the  Borough 


62  Holly  Walk 


f  Friday,  10  a. m. -noon. 
^Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 


Brunswick  Clinic  .  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2p.m. 


Crown  Way,  Lillington  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

Enquiries  should  be  made  to  Area  Health  Office,  1 
Euston  Square,  Leamington  Spa  (’Phone  27284/5).  Welfare 
Foods  are  now  only  to  be  had  at  child  welfare  centres. 


Ambulance  facilities. — The  County  Council’s  Ambu¬ 
lance  Depot  at  Montague  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No. 
Warwick  42386)  handles  urgent  messages  for  the  midwifery 
night  rota  in  addition  to  its  own  service. 
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Hospital  services. — Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Cay  Block,  Warneford  Hospital.  Tuberculosis  is  treated  at 
Hertford  Hill  Chest  Hospital  and  mental  illness  is  treated  at 
the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  Beds  for  geriatric  and  chronic 
patients  are  available  at  Heathcote  Hospital,  Shipston  and 
Alcester.  Pulmonary  disease  is  investigated  at  the  Warneford 
Hospital  Chest  Clinic.  An  after-care  hostel  for  psychiatric 
patients  is  at  20a  Willes  Road,  adjoining  the  County  Dental 
and  Health  Clinic. 


C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water.- — The  town’s  water  is  taken  in  part  from  deep 
wells  or  boreholes  and  in  part  by  abstraction  from  the 
River  Learn.  River  water  is  impounded  in  a  reservoir  at 
Willes  Meadow;  it  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  frequently 
analysed.  Storage  tanks  exist  at  Campion  Terrace  and  at 
Harbury  and  Gaydon  for  the  Southam  district.  The  new 
Draycote  reservoir  will  feed  the  Willes  Meadow  Plant  via 
the  River  Learn. 

1  The  waters  are  of  good  quality,  and  free  from  iron 
deposits  or  tastes  due  to  special  measures  taken. 

2  The  Joint  Laboratory  service  shared  by  the  South 
Warwickshire  Water  Board  with  the  Rugby  and  North  East 
Water  Boards  was  set  up  on  1st  April  1967.  Regular  chemical 
and  bacteriological  investigations  have  since  been  carried  out. 
A  new  laboratory  will  form  part  of  the  new  water  works  in 
Leamington  Spa  (Black  Lane)  due  to  be  opened  early  in 
1969. 

3  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  contains  no 
excess  of  any  metallic  element.  The  average  fluoride  content 
is  only  about  one  quarter  of  that  recommended  as  the  opti¬ 
mum  for  dental  health,  i.e.  one  part  per  million.  The  Board’s 
Engineer  has  been  developing  and  testing  a  pilot  plant  for 
fluoridation. 

4  Chlorination  plants  exist  at  sources  of  supply  and  are 
operated  as  required. 

5  13,514  houses  in  the  town  now  have  an  internal 
piped  supply  serving  44,700  persons.  There  are  now  no 
houses  without  an  internal  water  supply. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATERS 


The  following  results  of  water  analysis  have  kindly  been 
furnished  by  Mr.  B.  Rhodes,  Chief  Chemist  of  the  Water  Board. 


Location 

Lillington 
(i chlorinated ) 

Leicester  Lane 
(raw) 

Campion  Hills 
Reservoir 

Total  Hardness 

334 

373 

495 

Alkali  (CaCo3) 

242 

166 

241 

Chlorine  in  chlorides 

21.5 

94.5 

41 

Iron  (Fe) 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

Manganese  (MN)  ... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Aluminium  (At) 

— 

— 

0.10 

Free  Ammonia 

0.04 

0.06 

0.07 

Fluoride 

— 

— 

0.30 

Date  (1968) 

26/xi 

26/xi 

25/xi 

Reference  No.  B  ... 

812 

813 

805 

Swimming  Baths. — The  purification  plant  has  operated 
satisfactorily  and  analyses  were  made  from  time  to  time. 

Total  number  of  swimmers  (1968)  ...  ...  248,171 

Weekly  average  (summer)  ...  ...  ...  5,721 

,,  (winter)...  ...  ...  ...  4,111 

These  figures  do  not  include  spectators. 

Scavenging. — The  destructor  plant  handled  this  year 
12,396  tons  of  refuse  as  compared  with  12,635  tons  in  1967. 
A  regular  weekly  collection  for  private  households  was  given. 
There  are  separate  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  and  a  bulk  container  service  is  operated  where 
appropriate  to  the  loads. 


E.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

Information  concerning  work  done  pursuant  to  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  and  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  will  be  found 
in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 


of  Major  Infectious  Diseases  since  1960 


ho 

G 

•  rH 

G 

O 

C/3 

• 

O 

fin 

O 

O 


C/3 


26 


2 

1 


Dysentery 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Anterior 

Poliomyelit 

Whooping 

Cough. 

1 

13 

— 

13 

— 

— 

9 

7 

— 

4 

— 

— 

13 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

6 

— 

— - 

24 

6 

— 

3 

— 

— 

6 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

9 

jLi 

14 

— 

6 

— 

— • 

3 

9 

3 

Measles. — 196  notifications  were  received. 


Whooping  Cough. — This  year  only  14  cases  were 
reported. 

Other  diseases. — Apart  from  measles,  few  notifications 
were  received  of  any  one  infectious  disease.  The  total  was  low 
for  diseases  so  varied  as  dysentery,  jaundice  and  tuberculosis. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Tuberculosis 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transfers  into 
District 

Deaths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

mor 

iary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  ... 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

— — 

1-5 

' 

5-10 

1 

10-15 

— 

1 

_ 

_ _ _ 

15-20 

1 

1 

20-25 

2 

— 

25-35 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

i 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

35-45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

45-55 

1 

1 

55-65 

65  & 
upwards 

1 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Cases 

73 

98 

57 

66 

54 

46 

36 

Deaths 

6 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Cases 

21 

17 

18 

29 

28 

24 

9 

Deaths 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

9 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — There  were  6  new  notifications 
and  no  deaths,  also  3  non-pulmonary  infections  were  notified. 

8  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  treatment 
at  a  Sanatorium  and  9  were  discharged. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the 
Pump  Room  Gardens  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  each  month 
in  order  to  examine  patients  referred  for  investigation  by 
local  doctors.  It  is  now  administered  from  Birmingham  and 
not  Coventry  as  formerly. 

B.C.G.  vaccine  may  be  given  to: — 

(i)  School  children  in  their  13th  year  who  are  offered 
vaccination  if  negative  reactors  to  a  skin  test  (Heaf 
Test). 
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(ii)  Special  risk  workers. 

e.g.  medical  students,  hospital  nurses,  etc. 

The  County  scheme  relates  to  the  first  category. 

The  school  doctors  and  nurses  carried  out  the  customary 
annual  programme  of  tuberculin  tests  at  High  or  Grammar 
Schools  situate  within  your  district. 


345 

45 

285 


(a)  Number  given  Heaf  Tests 

(b)  Number  positive  ... 

(c)  Negative  reactors  vaccinated 


11  positive  reactors  were  given  follow-up  examinations 
and  X-ray  films.  All  were  free  from  active  disease  but  healed 
lesions  were  found  in  one  of  the  X-ray  photographs. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

If  elderly,  sick  or  infirm  persons  are  living  in  neglected  and 
insanitary  conditions  and  without  proper  care  or  attention  the  Council 
has  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  the  event  of  urgency, 
to  act  on  its  behalf  by  application  before  a  magistrate  or  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  the  removal  of  the  said  person  to  a  hospital 
or  institution,  submitting  the  certificates  of  himself  and  of  a  doctor. 

Investigations  were  made  during  1968  as  follows; — 

Case  1.  Mrs.  E.  B —  (82).  Lived  in  filthy  conditions  and  often 
disturbed  her  neighbours  by  shouting,  quarrels,  bad  language,  etc. 
After  repeated  complaints  information  was  laid  before  a  justice,  on 
28th  October,  who  granted  an  urgent  removal  order.  This  made  her 
more  amenable  and  she  consented  to  be  bathed,  have  a  clean  change  of 
clothing  and  accept  service  from  a  home  help.  Removal  was  therefore 
postponed  and  observation  will  continue. 

Case  2.  Mr.  B —  (83).  Husband  of  the  above  woman  is  a  registered 
blind  person  and  also  partially  deaf.  He  was  also  named  in  the  order 
referred  to  above  but  not  removed  from  his  home  since  offers  of  help 
were  accepted. 

Case  3.  Mrs.  E.  C —  (81).  A  widowed  teacher  was  referred  by  her 
doctor  for  observation.  In  March  she  was  living  alone  and  not  caring 
for  herself  properly.  She  refused  to  order  coal  and  then  kept  up  com¬ 
plaints  about  her  cold  maisonette;  she  was  frequently  sending  neigh¬ 
bours  to  buy  brandy  however,  and  kept  about  on  her  feet.  Offers  of  a 
welfare  home  had  previously  been  rejected  but  within  weeks  she  was 
only  fit  for  hospital  treatment.  She  had  become  confused  and  depressed 
and  had  let  her  house  get  into  a  mess.  An  order  was  therefore  obtained 
for  her  removal  to  Shipston  House  on  4th  April.  The  order  was  later 
extended  and  she  seemed  to  have  settled  happily. 
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Case  4.  Mr.  A.  F. —  (78).  Lived  alone,  disabled  by  arthritis  of 
both  hips  and  heart  failure  with  oedema.  He  virtually  lived  and  slept  in 
a  wheelchair  and  had  repeatedly  refused  to 

(a)  get  into  bed ; 

(b)  be  washed  ; 

(c)  move  from  his  3-bedroom  family  type  house  to  smaller 
quarters. 

The  house  had  become  so  smelly  and  dirty  that  both  the  neighbours 
and  voluntary  social  workers  in  the  meals  service  were  reluctant  to  go 
into  it.  Upon  medical  examination  it  was  clear  that  he  had  pressure 
sores  and  other  abscesses  and  was  malnourished.  He  was  informed 
that  a  petition  would  be  made  to  the  magistrates’  court  for  his 
removal  whereupon  he  agreed  to  enter  the  Warneford  Hospital. 

Case  5.  Mrs.  E.  P —  (73).  This  old  lady  was  attempting  unsuccess¬ 
fully  to  manage  alone  in  a  bungalow  and  the  department  was  asked  by 
her  doctor  for  some  help.  Her  son  was  informed  of  her  condition  and 
arranged  to  take  her  to  live  with  him  after  surrender  of  her  tenancy. 


MORTUARY 

Part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  H.  Barnett.  152  bodies 
were  received  for  post  mortem  examinations;  this  was  a 
reduction  of  39  from  the  previous  year. 

FOOD  AND  DRUG  ACT,  1955 

SECTION  31 

Biological  examination  of  milk. — No  biological  samples 
were  taken  under  the  County  scheme  nor  were  any  taken 
under  the  1953  Regulations  relating  to  dealers’  licences. 

HOUSING,  1967 

Number  of  houses  built  in  town  during  1968: — 

(a)  By  the  local  Authority  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  228 

On  31/12/68  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  was  3,795 

The  number  of  Prefabricated  Bungalows  is  .  113 

Purchased  properties  .  196 

Four  houses  were  so  converted  as  to  yield  the  new 
equivalent  of  one  house  and  ten  flats. 
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REPORT  OF 


THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1968 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa. 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report  on  the 
administration  of  the  environmental  health  functions  of  the 
local  authority  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
in  the  Borough. 

The  departure  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Chadd  to  Warley  in  January 
and  the  inability  to  obtain  a  replacement  until  September, 
when  Mr.  R.  Sault  joined  the  department  from  Coventry 
disrupted  the  stead}/  flow  of  work  as  each  inspector  had  to  share 
in  covering  the  vacated  district.  This  interfered  considerably 
with  routine  inspections  but  the  following  pages  show  that 
each  member  of  the  staff  made  an  extra  effort  to  maintain 
satisfactory  standards. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Stalworth  retired  in  December  after  33  years 
service  in  the  department  as  a  clerk  and  general  assistant. 
The  resultant  changes  involved  the  promotion  of  Mrs.  R.  J. 
Bissmire  to  the  position  of  senior  clerk  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Higgs 
to  the  post  of  clerk/typist.  The  vacancy  for  a  junior  clerk 
remained  unfilled  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  May  the  standing  committees  of  the  Council  were 
reduced  to  six  as  a  continuation  of  the  reforms  commenced  in 
the  previous  year  and  as  a  consequence  the  former  Health 
Committee  was  amalgamated  with  the  Housing  Committee  to 
form  the  Housing  and  Health  Committee.  Whilst  this  arrange¬ 
ment  appears  to  have  worked  well  in  practice  I  hope  that  in 
the  long  term  it  will  not  operate  to  the  detriment  of  the  interest 
in  the  public  health  work  of  the  Committee. 

The  doubts  cast  on  the  future  role  of  the  public  health 
inspector  by  the  Government’s  green  paper  and  the  Seebohm 
report  coupled  with,  the  uncertainty  caused  by  the  imminent 
re-organisation  of  local  government  are  not  conducive  to 
good  work  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  matter  will  be  resolved 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

F.  C.  HILLS. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


Action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  1936  &  1961. 


Served 

Complied 

with 

Section  39.  Repairs  to  drains,  etc.  ... 

46 

49 

Section  45.  Repairs  to  waterclosets 

10 

6 

Section  56.  Yard  drainage,  etc. 

2 

9 

— 

Section  83.  Cleaning  of  rooms  and 
contents 

_ 

1 

Section  93.  Nuisances 

90 

81 

Section  17.  Stopped-up  drains 

63 

63 

Two  nuisance  orders  were  obtained  at  the  Magistrates 
Court,  one  for  failure  to  repair  a  roof  and  one  for  failure  to 
remove  an  accumulation. 

An  owner  was  fined  £5  for  failing  to  repair  an  eaves  gutter 
and  another  owner  was  fined  £3  for  failing  to  repair  a  sink 
waste-pipe. 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

Number  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 


Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Number  in  respect  of  which  official  representations 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Parts  of  Buildings. 

Number  in  respect  of  which  official  representations 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  16 

12 


Houses  in  multiple  occupation 

Of  the  426  known  houses  in  multiple  occupation  in  the 
town  358  received  a  full  inspection  during  the  year.  851  visits 
were  made  including  follow-up  inspections.  Details  of  notices 
served  are  given  below: — 


Act  and  Section 

Subject 

matter 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Housing  Act,  1957 — 
Section  90 

Overcrowding 

9 

12 

Housing  Act,  1961 — 
Section  15 

Facilities 

44 

38 

Housing  Act,  1961 — 
Section  19  (1)  ... 

Directions 
as  to  numbers 

28 

Landlord  &  Tenant  Act, 
1962  . 

Rent  books 

5 

3 

Prosecutions 

The  owners  of  4  houses  in  multiple  occupation  were  found 
guilty  of  offences  and  fined  as  follows: — - 


(a)  For  permitting  overcrowding  ...  ...  fined  £5 

and  for  not  providing  sufficient  facilities  ...  fined  £25 

(b)  For  permitting  overcrowding  ...  ...  fined  £10 

and  for  not  providing  sufficient  facilities  ...  fined  £25 

(c)  For  permitting  overcrowding  ...  ...  fined  £5 

for  not  providing  sufficient  facilities  ...  fined  £25 
and  for  not  providing  rent  books  ...  ...  fined  £10 

(d)  For  not  providing  sufficient  facilities  ...  fined  £10 

and  for  using  a  basement  room  in  contraven¬ 
tion  of  a  closing  order  ...  ...  ...  fined  £10 


FOOD 


Sampling 

Five  formal  and  137  informal  samples  of  food  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  127  to  be 
genuine  and  15  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Details  of  samples 
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taken  and  the  results  of  their  analyses  are  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table 


Un- 

For-  Inf  or-  Satis -  satis- 
Article  mat  mat  factory  factory 


Beverages 

5 

3 

7 

1 

Cereals  ... 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  spread 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Continental  foods 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Dried  Fruit 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  and  fish  products  ... 

— 

8 

7 

1 

Flavourings 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Flour  and  flour  confectionery... 

— 

10 

10 

— 

Fresh  cream  and  products 

- — - 

12 

12 

— 

Ground  almonds  and  marzipan 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Health  foods 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Jellies 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Meat  and  meat  products 

— 

10 

10 

— 

Milk  and  milk  products 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Preserves 

— 

15 

15 

— 

Puddings,  etc.  ... 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Sauces  and  pickles 

— 

7 

7 

— 

Sausages  and  sausage  meat 

— 

29 

18 

11 

Soups 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Sugar  confectionery 

- — - 

11 

10 

1 

Vegetables,  canned  and  dried  ... 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Y  oghurt  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5  137  127  15 


The  following  paragraphs  give  details  of  the  action  taken 
regarding  the  unsatisfactory  samples: — 

Eleven  samples  of  pork  and  beef  sausages  were  reported 
to  contain  varying  amounts  of  undeclared  preservative. 
Warning  letters  were  sent  and  the  appropriate  notices  were 
displayed  eventually. 

A  packet  of  grape  jelly  crystals  with  a  picture  of  grapes 
on  the  label  was  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory  because 
there  was  no  evidence  of  the  presence  of  any  natural  fruit. 
The  product  was  withdrawn  from  sale  by  the  distributors. 
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A  packet  of  fish  fingers  was  reported  to  contained  63% 
fish  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst,  a  reasonable 
minimum  fish  content  would  be  75%.  The  analyst  has  been 
negotiating  with  the  firm  concerned  for  some  time  with  the 
object  of  having  the  recipe  improved.  As  the  matter  is  now 
to  be  considered  by  the  Food  Standards  Committee  the 
correspondence  will  be  sent  to  the  appropriate  Ministry  for 
their  information. 

A  box  of  sherry  chocolates  was  reported  to  have  an 
alcohol  content  of  4.7  %  proof  spirit  expressed  on  the  whole 
chocolate  whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst  they 
should  have  contained  6%  proof  spirit.  Although  there  is  no 
statutory  standard  the  opinion  of  the  analyst  is  based  on  the 
results  of  analysis  of  a  number  of  samples  by  himself  and 
other  Public  Analysts.  The  comments  of  the  manufacturer 
are  awaited. 

A  sample  of  beer  was  reported  to  contain  about  5%  of 
extraneous  water  but  in  the  absence  of  a  sample  taken  from 
the  original  brew  in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst  it  would 
be  difficult  to  prove  this  conclusively  for  court  purposes.  A 
letter  was  sent  to  the  brewery  concerned  but  so  far  no  reply 
has  been  received. 


Food  Complaints 

Nine  valid  complaints  of  unsatisfactory  food  were  received 
and  after  investigation  it  was  decided  to  send  cautionary 
letters  in  4  cases  and  to  authorise  proceedings  in  the  other 
5  cases.  Two  cases  had  not  been  heard  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  results  of  the  other  proceedings  are  appended  below 
together  with  the  result  of  one  case  left  over  from  the  previous 
year: — 


For  selling  milk  not  of  a  satisfactory  standard 
For  selling  a  mouldy  pork  pie 
For  selling  a  pork  pie  containing  a  matchstick 
For  selling  a  mouldy  loaf 


fined  £20 
fined  £25 
fined  £20 
fined  £10 


Food  Hygiene 

1,183  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  resulting  in  88 
letters  being  sent  calling  attention  to  contraventions  of  the 
regulations.  In  68  cases  contraventions  were  found  to  have 
been  remedied  when  the  premises  were  re-inspected. 
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Food  premises 

subject  to  food  hygiene 

regulations 

Trade  carried  on 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  of 
premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
reg.  16 

No.  of 
premises 
to  which 
reg.  19 
applies 

No.  of 
premises 
fitted  to 
comply 
with 
reg.  19 

Licensed  premises 

70 

69 

62 

62 

Hotels  ... 

31 

31 

31 

31 

Hostels  and  homes  ... 

27 

26 

27 

26 

Clubs  ... 

27 

23 

27 

27 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

36 

36 

36 

36 

Church  Halls,  etc. 

19 

13 

19 

18 

Places  of  Entertainment 

5 

5 

3 

3 

Grocers  and  provision 
merchants 

45 

45 

44 

44 

Bakers  and  flour 
confectioners 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Sugar  confectioners  ... 

41 

41 

28 

28 

Fishmongers  and  fish 
fryers 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Butchers 

33 

33 

33 

33 

Greengrocers  and 
fruiterers 

23 

22 

23 

22 

Chemists 

17 

17 

17 

17 

General  shops... 

40 

40 

40 

40 

Food  factory  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Supermarkets .  . 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Miscellaneous... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Unsound  Food. — The  following  quantities  of  unsound 
food  were  surrendered  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Meat 

Cooked  meat 
Canned  meat  ... 

Other  canned  foods  ... 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Other  foods  ... 


724  lbs. 
395  lbs. 
226  lbs. 
3,507  lbs. 

100  lbs. 
7,255  lbs. 
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Milk 


62  valid  dealers’  (pre-packed  milk)  licences  were  in 
operation  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  and  6  additional 
licences  were  issued  during  the  year.  1  licence  was  cancelled 
due  to  the  removal  of  the  holder  from  the  district  leaving  69 
licences  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below : — 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tests 

Passed 

Void 

Failed 

Untreated 

4 

Methylene 

Blue 

4 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

115 

Methylene 

Blue 

111 

1 

3 

Phosphatase 

115 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

18 

Turbidity 

18 

— 

— 

Ultra-Heat 

Treated 

1 

Colony  Count 

1 

— 

— 

Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  and  one  sample  of 
pasteurised  Channel  Island  milk  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene 
blue  test.  Details  of  the  sample  results  were  sent  to  the 
authorities  concerned. 


Ice-cream 

There  are  2  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  sale 
and  storage  of  ice-cream  and  133  premises  registered  for  sale 
only. 

170  samples  of  ice-cream  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  were  classified  as  follows: — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


129 

28 

10 

3 


Of  the  13  unsatisfactory  samples,  10  were  loose  ice-cream 
and  3  wrapped:  7  were  from  cafes,  restaurants,  or  hotels,  3 
from  itinerant  vendors  and  3  from  retail  shops. 
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The  unsatisfactory  samples  from  cafes,  restaurants  and 
hotels  were  due  either  to  unsatisfactory  sterilisation  of  equip¬ 
ment  or  insufficient  care  to  protect  the  contents  of  opened 
cans.  The  information  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  samlpes 
from  itinerant  traders  was  passed  to  the  authorities  from  whose 
districts  they  operated.  The  reason  for  the  unsatisfactory 
wrapped  samples  was  not  discovered. 

Food  Hawkers 

Section  139  of  the  Leamington  Corporation  Act,  1952 
enables  the  Local  Authority  to  require  the  registration  of  food 
hawkers  and  their  premises.  Two  applications  were  received 
and  both  were  approved. 

CLEAN  AIR 

Applications  for  prior  approval 

Six  applications  were  received  for  prior  approval  of  new 
boiler  installations.  Three  were  approved  as  submitted  (after 
preliminary  consultations  in  two  cases),  2  were  approved  after 
the  chimney  height  had  been  increased  and  one  after  a  change 
of  fuel. 

Notifications  of  proposals  to  install  furnaces 

Two  notifications  of  proposals  to  install  oil-fired  boilers 
were  received.  The  installations  were  satisfactory. 

Smoke  Control  Orders  5,  6,  7  &  8 

The  date  of  commencement  of  the  orders  for  Smoke 
Control  Areas  5,  6,  7  &  8  stands  deferred  until  1st  November 
1970,  but  Section  10  (2)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1968  requires 
that  all  postponed  orders  shall  come  into  operation  on  1st  April 
1970  unless  the  Minister  directs  otherwise.  Accordingly 
preliminary  steps  are  being  taken  to  bring  these  orders  into 
operation  on  the  1st  April  1970,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
recommend  that  application  be  made  for  the  operation  to  be 
deferred  until  1st  November  1970,  to  give  extra  time  for  the 
necessary  conversions  to  be  carried  out. 

Recording  intruments 

Two  8-port  volumetric  instruments  were  in  operation 
throughout  the  year  at  Mid- Warwickshire  College  of  Further 
Education  and  the  Waterworks,  Campion  Terrace.  The  instru¬ 
ment  which  was  operated  at  38  Holly  Walk  has  been  with¬ 
drawn  owing  to  the  premises  being  vacated.  A  deposit  gauge 
is  still  in  use  at  the  Bowling  Green,  Victoria  Park. 

The  information  obtained  from  the  instruments  during 
the  last  five  years  is  summarised  in  the  accompanying  graphs. 
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OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

63  additional  premises  were  registered  and  all  received  a 
general  inspection  and  the  contraventions  found  were  notified 
to  the  persons  concerned.  A  total  of  954  visits  were  made  to 
registered  premises  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  defects  that  have  been  remedied. 

CONTRAVENTIONS 


Relating  to 

Cleanliness  ... 

Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Thermometer 

Ventilation 

Lighting  . 

Sanitary  conveniences 
Washing  facilities  ... 
Drinking  water 
Accommodation  for  clothing 
Seats  for  employees 
Condition  of  floors,  passages 
and  stairs 

Fencing  of  machinery 
Exposure  of  young  persons 
to  danger  in  cleaning 
machinery 

Training  and  supervision  of 
persons  working  at  dan¬ 
gerous  machines 
Dangerous  conditions  and 
practices 

First  aid  equipment 
Abstract  of  the  Act 


Notified  Remedied 

previously  1968  previously  1968 


165 

25 

99 

64 

9 

— 

5 

2 

79 

15 

37 

38 

320 

29 

234 

108 

70 

15 

38 

27 

31 

17 

14 

18 

236 

24 

151 

81 

232 

21 

143 

80 

10 

4 

9 

Jmj 

5 

35 

3 

21 

15 

24 

— 

15 

9 

146 

38 

75 

72 

48 

32 

33 

28 

8 

7 

1 

4 

— 

4 

■ 

182 

5 

29 

122 

81 

341 

55 

217 

163 

Totals  1,940  312  1,217  792 


Accidents 

Fifteen  non-fatal  accidents  were  notified  and  nine  of 
these  were  investigated.  The  causes  of  the  accidents  are  listed 
below: — 

1  Slipped  on  ice  whilst  clearing  snow — cracked  ribs. 

2  Fell  off  platform  steps — bruises  and  abrasions  to  leg 
and  ankle. 


3  Trapped  thumb  between  pillar  and  trolley  while 
unloading — cracked  thumb. 

4  Fell  over  while  kneeling— dislocated  knee. 

5  Slipped  on  stairs  while  carrying  a  tray  of  cheese — 
sprained  and  bruised  ankle. 

6  Sliced  thumb  with  knife  while  preparing  onions _ cut 

ball  of  thumb. 

7  Filling  shelves,  dropped  tins  of  beans  on  foot- 
swollen  and  bruised  foot. 

8  Lifting  frying  pan  and  handle  twisted  in  hand- 
scalded  forearm  and  foot. 

9  Slipped  on  floor  when  collecting  glasses — twisted  knee. 

10  Slipped  while  bringing  coal  in  from  yard — strained 
back. 

11  Hand  slipped  on  band  saw— cut  and  took  off  nail  bed 
of  finger. 

12  Slipped  down  cellar  steps  going  for  coal — fractured 
and  badly  bruised  knee. 

13  Fell  from  stepladder  when  replacing  rolls  of  wall¬ 
paper — bruised  back. 

14  Fell  over  carton — laceration  of  knee. 

15  Slicing  sausage — sliced  top  off  finger. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  information  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Labour: — 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec¬ 
tion  during 
the  year 

Offices 

24 

221 

89 

Retail  shops 

34 

427 

201 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

1 

29 

5 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments,  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  ... 

o 

Ami 

71 

37 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

4 

1 

Totals 

63 

752 

333 

23 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS 
(INCLUDING  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS) 

TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

954 

ANALYSIS  BY  WORKPLACE  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED 
IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  AT  END  OF  YEAR 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

2,107 

Retail  shops 

2,483 

Wholesale  shops,  Warehouses 

248 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public  ... 

641 

Canteens 

23 

Fuel  storage  depots 

19 

Total 

5,521 

Total  Males 

2,261 

Total  Females  ... 

3,260 

INSPECTORS 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under 

Section  52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  ...  5 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for 
most  of  their  time  on  work  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Act  ...  ...  1 

24 


FACTORIES 

INSPECTIONS 


Number 

on 

Register 

Numt 

>er  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Factories  where  mechanical 
power  is  not  used 

11 

10 

— 

Factories  where  mechanical 
power  is  used  ... 

210 

36 

3 

Other  premises  such  as  building 
sites  etc. 

10 

3 

1 

DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED 


Particulars 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

rem¬ 

edied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) : — Unsuitable  or 

Defective 

3 

11 

— 

1 

Noise 

Nuisances  dealt  with  involved:  — 

1  Excessive  noise  from  road  drills. 

2  Night  noises  from  continuous  running  fans. 

3  Noisy  audible  warning  system  at  factory. 

4  General  night  noise  from  new  process  at  factory. 

5  Barking  dogs. 

6  Noise  from  all-night  services  at  place  of  worship. 

Ihe  advent  of  North  Sea  Gas  to  the  town  resulted  in  the 
greatly  increased  use  of  pneumatic  road  breakers.  Most 
contractors  are  using  muffles  as  a  matter  of  course  when 
working  for  the  public  utilities,  who  have  given  first  rate 
co-operation,  and  consequently  there  has  not  been  a  pro¬ 
portionate  rise  in  the  number  of  complaints. 

The  noise  from  fans  has  been  reduced  to  tolerable  levels 
by  re-siting  the  outlets  to  the  trunking  from  the  fans. 


25 


An  emergency  warning  system  was  installed  in  a  factory 
to  indicate  when  a  dangerous  operation  was  about  to  take 
place.  As  it  was  in  daily  use  the  noise  caused  considerable 
distraction  in  the  area.  It  was  eliminated  by  screening  the 
alarm. 

A  new  process  introduced  into  a  factory  caused  numerous 
complaints  particularly  regarding  the  noise  at  night.  Several 
ameliorative  measures  were  taken  by  the  firm  concerned,  the 
most  effective  being  the  introduction  of  additional  screening 
by  brick  walls,  heavy  timbers  and  accoustic  boarding  around 
the  plant. 

Aggrieved  persons  complaining  of  barking  dogs  were 
advised  on  the  correct  procedure  to  be  adopted. 

Noise  from  all-night  services  at  a  place  of  worship  was 
reduced  by  discontinuing  the  use  of  amplifiers. 

One  statutory  notice  was  served  and  all  other  complaints 
were  dealt  with  informally  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  all 
concerned  particularly  in  one  or  two  cases  where  the  trial 
and  error  method  had  to  be  used. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Where  no  person  can  be  found  who  is  willing  or  responsible 
to  undertake  the  burial  or  cremation  of  any  person  who  has 
died  or  been  found  dead  in  their  area,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Local  Authority  to  do  so.  Two  such  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 


Rodent  control 


Private 

Business 

Council 

Others 

Properties  inspected 

301 

30 

7 

4 

Treatments  ... 

110 

— 

6 

— 

Re-treatments 

— 

— 

11 

— 

Number  of  visits 

984 

63 

86 

6 

All  accessible  manholes  on  the  sewerage  system  were 
treated  at  least  once  and  except  on  the  perimeter  of  the 
borough  a  second  treatment  was  carried  out,  a  total  of  2,358 
manholes  being  baited.  The  river  and  canal  banks  were 
inspected  and  treated  twice  during  the  year. 
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Six  formal  notices  and  4  informal  notices  were  served 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act  1949.  The  formal  notices  were  all  complied  with  as  well  as 
5  informal  notices  outstanding  from  the  previous  year. 


Disinfection  and  disinfestation 

Books  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Car  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bedding  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfested  ...  ...  30 

Persons  bathed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Summary  of  visits  and  inspections 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,333 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation  ...  ...  ...  871 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  696 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  227 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,183 

Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  487 

Atmospheric  pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

Offices  and  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  954 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Rodent  control  and  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  193 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Miscellaneous...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

Ineffectual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  415 
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Table  I. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1968 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

Nc 

:tt. 

Under  1  Year 
of  age. 

At  all  Ages. 

w  Number. 

4^  Crude  Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1,000 
**  Nett  Births. 

1“ 

<L> 

1 

l 

7 

V 

c5 

u 

8 

1959 

39,450 

827 

21.0 

22 

26.6 

490 

12.4 

1960 

40,060 

847 

20.8 

11 

13.0 

477 

11.7 

1961 

42,500 

877 

20.6 

23 

26.2 

496 

11.7 

1962 

42,950 

934 

21.7 

15 

18.2 

539 

12.5 

1963 

43,560 

936 

21.4 

16 

17.1 

544 

12.5 

1964 

44,300 

926 

20.9 

21 

22.7 

571 

12.9 

1965 

44,450 

967 

21.8 

18 

18.6 

538 

12.1 

1966 

44,700 

952 

21.3 

19 

20.0 

541 

12.1 

1967 

44,860 

895 

20.0 

11 

12.3 

520 

11.6 

1968 

44,970 

860 

19.1 

24 

28.0 

500 

11.1 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1968. 

England  and  Wales. 


Birthrate,  Death)  cUe,  and  Infantile  Morality  during  the  Year  1968. 

(. Provisional  Figures). 

Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 


Live 

Still  Births 

Deaths  under 

Births. 

per 

Deaths. 

one  year  to 

1,000  Births. 

1,000  Births 

16.9 

14 

11.9 

18 

England  and  Wales 
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Table  II. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1968. 


Number  of  Cases  notified. 

Total  cases  removed 

to  Hospital. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

2 

9 

. 

1 

5 

1 

4 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

3 

3 

14 

;  2 

. 

. 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

. 

. 

6 

1 

69 

1 

. 

1 

8 

127 

1 

. 

196 

6 

3 

3 

I 

1 

. 

2 

238 

— 

141 

84 

8 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox  ... 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem¬ 
branous  Group) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inluding 
Polioencephalitis) 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

Infective  Jaundice 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Food  Poisoning 


Totals 
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Table  III. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1968 


LIST  B  (CAUSES  OF  DEATH) 

MALES 

FEMALES 

5  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ... 

1 

— 

6  Tuberculosis  (Other) 

— 

— 

9  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

11  Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

12  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

14  Measles 

— 

— 

17  Syphilis 

— 

— 

19(1)  Cancer — Stomach 

6 

1 

19  (2)  Cancer — Lung  and  Bronchus 

20 

6 

19  (3)  Cancer — Breast 

— 

7 

19  (4)  Cancer — Uterus 

— 

3 

19(5)  Leukaemia 

5 

3 

19  (6)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

22 

34 

21  Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

2 

27  Hypertensive  disease 

8 

1 

28  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

70 

38 

29  Other  heart  disease  ... 

7 

19 

30  Cerebro-vascular  disease 

24 

39 

31  Influenza 

3 

4 

32  Pneumonia 

20 

24 

33  (1)  Bronchitis/Emphysema 

12 

2 

33  (2)  Asthma 

1 

— 

37  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

4 

— 

38  Nephritis/Nephrosis 

1 

— 

39  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

40  Abortion 

— 

— 

41  Pregnancy /Childbirth 

— 

— 

42  Congenital  Abnormalities  ... 

3 

3 

43  Birth  injury,  etc. 

3 

1 

44  Other  perinatal  mortality  ... 

3 

3 

45  Ill  defined  conditions 

— 

2 

46  All  other  diseases 

24 

7 

BE47  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

5 

4 

BE48  All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

6 

BE49  Suicide,  etc.  ... 

3 

3 

BE50  All  other  external  causes 

— 

— 

B26  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  ... 

Miscellaneous 

2 

7 

2 

6 

All  Causes  ... 

260 

240 

30 


